§ Pract:ce good car care,

wicnow there are over 4 milllon
les in Southeast Michioan? Pr i
good car eare helps pro g
siresis, How? Sonr
actio o LsEm' 5, dlirly
P iram washing our s motor fuids
are washed or dumped into the storm drain
icte aifches, it pollutes our looal

andd roacside

walerways,

. # ¢late, Carwash facilities treal their dirty water
before discharging it to our lakes and streams. So, make a daie
to take your car to a car wash.

:%. | youwash your car at home,
consmlel washlng |t0ﬂ the Iawn Cr, #you can'tuse the lawn,
try to direcl the dirty water towards the fawn and away from
the storm drain.

dtlrnize i Reduce the amount of soap you use orwash
your car with plain water,

aintain i Keepyour vehicle propery tuned. Usethe
owner's manual to guide decisions about how often itis
necessary o change fluids such as cil and antifreeze.

Felot: @ of busines ‘Hsg, Consider
taking your vehicle to the shop to have the ofl and other fiuids
changad. These businesses have the ability to recycle the

used materials and clean up accidental spills,
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cyche, Ifyou
chooseto change
your oil and other
fluids yourself, labet
the waste
containers. Then,
take them to your
cormmunity's
household hazardous waste collection day or (o a business that
accepts used oll. Never dump used oil, antifreeze, or other
fluids on the ground or down the storm drain.

2. Fertilize sparingly & caringly.
storm drains found B our sireets and yards
amply info ourlakes and sireams. So, when
we fertilize our lawn we could also be
fertilizing our fakes and streams, While
fertilizer is gond for our lawn, it's bad for
aurwater. Ferilizer in our lakes and

5 8 cause slgae 1o grow, Algae can

form large blooms and use oxygen that

fish need to survive, With 1.5 million homes
in Southeast Michigan, allofus nee ai o be
avware of the cumulative effects of our

lawn care praciices.

Zwnep i, Fertilizer and grass dippings left on sidewalks
and driveways wash intc storm drains. Sc, save money —and
our lakes and sireams — by sweeping fertilizer and grass
clippings back onto the lawn.

viive simart. Selecta lawn service thal uses arganic
fertilizers or offers a slow-reiease nitrogen, low or no
phosphorus cplion. Request a soll test to ensure the right
amountis applied.

Lon't gusss, soil test. Asoil festwill tell you what, if
any, fertilizer is needed in your yard. Contact your Michigan
State University Extension county office for more information.

Py fow. Choose afertilizer with low or no phosphorus.
Most lawns already contain enough phosphorus. Excess
phosphorus causes algae blooms in our lakes!

o wlow, Select an organic or slow-release ferfilizer. Check
the label. Aslow-release fertilizeris one with at least half of
the nitrogen in “water insoluble” form. Slow-release fertilizers
provide a sleady supply of plant nulrients over an extended
periad of time,

Mizke ferillizerdras zonoes, Keep fertiizer applica-
fions atleast 20 feef away from the edge of lakes, streams, or
storm drains.

3.Clean up after your pet.
Didd you know at pel waste has %’)5&(3?@1”%&3 that
can i faif@{} n“i;-}k@ Al {i ivcmun saf ﬂ:}f

Imz % q;;par wh@n ;“mi wasie k flon
sidewalks or yards gets washed into storm
drains or roadsida ditiches that lead directiv io
ouriakes and rivars,

Prompt and proper dispogal. Whether in your yard
or on awalk, promplly dispose of your pef's waste in the trash
or down the toilet where i will be properly treated. When pet
waste s left behind, i washes into storm drains and ditches.
From there it heads straight to your local lakes and rivers
taking harmful bacteria with it.

Watch instead of fead. Walch and enjoy the ducks
and geese, but avoid feeding them. Feeding ducks and geese
may seem harmiess, but, in

fact, can be harmful fo
our water. Feeding
waterfowl causes them
to bacome more
dependenton humans
which, in fumn, creates
unnaturally high
populations and more animal waste. This waste confains
bacteria that pollutes our parks and lakes.

spread the ward. Tell others how they can help protect
our lakes and rivers. Also, work cooperatively with your local
govemmentio install signs, bag dispensers, and trash cans in
convenient public places o remind visitors to clean up after
their pets.
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4. Save water.

Whean we overwater our lawns, the excess
waier carries pollulion info i ‘
ditches thatlead di ‘@L‘;i‘[y FO o iy
takes, infact, did vou know that each of us
uses 77 gallons of waler aday?

Walar winely. Generally, yourlawn needs about an

inch of water a week. Overwatering lawns resulis in
shallow-rooted plants that are less tolerant of heat and
drought, and more prone {0 disease. Avoid over watering by
using a rain gauge and watering only when necessary, instead
of cn afixed schedule.

Improve your sim. Adjust your spriniders (o water only
your fawn and plants - not your driveway, sidewalk, or street.

Use muloh. Place athick layer of mulch (e.g., 4 inches)
around trees and plants, This helps retain water, reduce weeds,
and minimize the need for pesticides.

Sweap it Clean sidewalks and driveways with a broom,
instead of a hose. You'll save water and keep unwanted
poliutants cut of the storm drain.

Pt ralnwater to work. Use rainwater to water your
plants. Direct downspouts loward your plants and green areas
or collect water with rain barrels for use later.

o Bigh. Make yourlawn cheaper and easier to maintain
by mowing high (3 inchesis the rule). Tall grass promotes

rool growth and shades oul weeds. Let grass clippings fall back
on the lawn. Clippings recycle nutrients back into the soil, so
ferlilizer needs can be reduced by 25% or morg!

Rate i or lsave . Follow your community’s leaf pick-
up guidelines. Avoid raking leaves into storm drains or
readside ditches, Try mowing leaves info your lawn - they alse
make a good fertilizar!

idae lans for pests, Use pesticides and herbicides
sparingly. Limit applicaticn of these chemicals to problem

greasonly.




5. Carefully store & dispose
of household cleaners,

chemicals, & oil.
[ vou know thatl many he
e (i TG 10 OUr i’sd 5, peis
arnironment’y Thess i
walerways ihwashod o d

drsins orroadside diten

shilct produels
‘i : z{i ,=.i.](._)
opolivie o

pred o stonm

fify ii. Be awara of household products that can harm
kids, pete and the environment. The words “danger,” "caution,”
or “toxic” indicate that you nesd to he careiul in how you use
andl dispose of the product.

i

Reducpwas eand savie
money by purchasing onty
the materials younged.
Whan possible, choose
tess toxdc aiternafives. For
exampie, tty cleaning your
windows with vinegar and
watsr,

Kaep unused “eriuc s i
their original containers
with label intact. Select
cool, dry storage areas :
hat are avay from kids, pets, and wildlife

PHeposal s ey, Neverdump motor off, chemicals, and
other toxic materials down storm drains, sinks, or on the
ground. Contact your local community for disposal locations,
guidelines, and dates.

6. Keep pollution out of
storm drains.

Storm crains "lr“l{i {(’)’ﬂ(‘l.‘%id{?} ey
amza;, [0, any oll, pet
{frorn washing
other ou "r<fsir e activilies that
everiually gels into our

it. Do you have extra fertiizers, grass clippings, or
dlr‘( on your driveway? Sweep it
hack cnio vour lawn, Hosing
your driveway serls the
polutants into storm drains that
tead to our fake and rivers,

: . Whetharin
the st remt orin yeur yard,
remember o keep leaves, grass clippings, trash, and fertiizers
away from storm drains.

Only rain in the drain,. Never dump motor ol
chemicals, pet waste, dirty or soapy water, or anything else
dawn the storm drain. Once down the storm drain, all of
thase maierials pollute our lakes and rivars!

Latall

1. Volunteerto label storm drains in your neighbor-

hood o inform residents that they flow directly to our lakes
and slreams. Encourage friends and neighbors to contact their
tocal community for more information on storm drain
stenciling programs.

7. Choose earth-friendly
landscaping.

Did you know you can protect your Kids,
nets, and the environment rom the harmiul
efiocts of herhicides and pesticides by chouamq
eart-fiendly landscaping? The c,% iEmicals |
herbicides and pesticides politis ourwa %LFW@W
i washed from our fawns and gume;mv it
storm diains and roadsikle ditiches,

rrtive, Select plants native to Michigan. Native plants
are better able fo tolerate Michigan's cimate, requize less
fertlizer and water, and are more disease resistant.

Yarlety s the spics of life. Use a wide variety of plants
to halp centol pests and minimize the need for pesticides.

¢l 7. Lawns need about one inch of water per
week. Use arain gauge anc water only when necessary, inslead
of on a fixed schedule.

Uize muloh, Place athick layer of muich {(2.g., 4 inches )
around trees and plants. This hetps retain water, reduce weeds,
and minimizes ihe nesd for pesticides. Make your lawn cheaper
and easier o maintain by
mowing high {3inches is
thende). Tall grass
promotes root growth
and shades out weeds, Let
grass clippings fall back on
the fawn. Clippings
recycle nulyients back
into the seil, so fertilizer
needs canbe reduced by
26% or mora!

)ﬁ%‘

Faka i or leave . Follow yvour community's ieaf pici-up
guidelines, Avoid raking feaves inlo storm drains of roadsice
ditches. Try mowing leaves into your lawn - they aiso make @
good feriilizer!

Usgless for pes
Limit application of these chemicals to prablem areas only.

;. Use pasticides and herbicides sparingly.

Let's make one thing

Pesﬁfec't y@ieaﬂ )

Genet.&e Cuunly Community Water ﬁ*t:ﬁ‘ly Sonsartivm

l Practxce good car care.
1. Fertilize sparingly & caringly.
3. Clean up after your pet.

4, Save water.

5. Carefully
store and
dispose of
houschold
cleaners,
chemicals,
and oil.

6. Help keep
poltution out of
storm drains.

7. Choose earth friendly
landscaping.




